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of her who was to insure a brilliant though transitory resur-
rection to the muse of classical tragedy, we must record one
exception—an exception that was not without its influence.
This was Doctor V^ron, the self-elected Maecenas of the young
French litterateurs. We will give, in the doctor's own words,
the impression then made on his very sensitive and enthusi-
astic organization by her who was predestined to make so deep
a one on his heart. The commencement is in the approved
style of romance.
" On a fine summer evening—June 12tb, 1838—in my
search after shade and solitude—shade and solitude may be
found even in Paris by him who seeketh diligently—I entered
the Theatre Francais. It was about eight o'clock, and I con-
stituted the fifth person in the orchestra seats. My attention
was drawn to the stage by a strange and exceedingly express-
ive countenance, a prominent brow, a dark eye, deep set and
full of fire; this head was set on a figure which, though thin,
was not devoid of a certain elegance of attitude, motion, and
gesture. A voice clear, sympathetic, finely toned, and, above
all, cleverly managed, roused my mind, which at that moment
was more inclined to indolence than to admiration." "With
the exception of the eyes, which are not at all " full of fire,"
but, on the contrary, resemble two dead-black spots of ink un-
der the cavernous brows, the doctor, diving into the depths of
his memory, then recalls a confused vision of that singular
countenance, seen in the rSle of " La VendSenne" at the Gym-
nase; he remembers a young girl, meanly dressed and coarsely
shoed, who, being questioned before him in the green-room as
to what she did there, replied, much to his surprise, in a deep
bass voice, "I am pursuing my studies."
The susceptible doctor, who acknowledges that with him
there is no middle course between admiration and abhorrence,,
became from that evening a passionate admirer of Mademoi-
selle Rachel, whom he already pronounced a little prodigy.
"When," said he to a friend, whom he was endeavoring to
inoculate with his ardent enthusiasm, "the twelve or fifteen
hundred men of wit, who constitute public opinion in Paris,
shall have heard and appreciated her, that child will be the
glory and fortune of 'la Come'die Francaiae.' "
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